
 

Memorandum to JacarandaFM 

Comments made by Ms Tumi Morake and the road ahead 

 

To: Kevin Fine, GM of JacrandaFM 

From: Dirk Hermann, Chief Executive of Solidarity 

15 September 2017 

 

Introduction 

The remarks by Ms Tumi Morake have lanced a boil. Underlying frustration among 

white South Africans have erupted, but an underlying frustration in herself, 

representing feelings of black South Africans, also have erupted. It was a small 

microcosm of what is living under the skin of South Africans. Although statistics of the 

Institute of Race Relations show that the vast majority of South Africans are getting 

along well and are of the opinion that they need one another, this kind of feeling should 

not be ignored. 

 

Putting a plaster on the boils will only cause infection. The purpose of this 

memorandum is not to ask for retribution or punishment, but to help clearing up the 

deep boils that have erupted. We therefore cannot simply ignore the remarks and 

reaction. It would be a lost opportunity for South Africa. The whole saga has brought 

to the fore deep-seated frustrations, and if handled correctly, it could result in 

enhanced mutual understanding of and respect for one another, which would only be 

to the benefit of everybody in South Africa. This, therefore, is the spirit in which this 

memorandum should be read. 

 

 

Context 

 

In discussions on race, context is of crucial importance.   

“You must remember that a man called Jan van Riebeeck arrived here on 6 April 1652, 

and that was the start of the trouble in this country” – Jacob Zuma 

“When we take over power, Afrikaner males, you will know your place!... We are not 

scared of Afrikaners! This is not your land! You must know your place, you are visitors 

here.” – Julius Malema 
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“I think cadres must find that crèche and we must descend upon them with cupcakes 

in hand.” - Home Affairs spokesperson Mayihlome Tshwete on the Centurion Crèche 

Cupcake Incident 

“We are aware that our actions in the #blackfacing incident last night at the Heemstede 

stellar space party where painting our bodies dark purple and cover[ed] with glitter 

appeared as black and thus as attempt to demean and exotify blackness. We 

apologise for any offence occurred and take full responsibility for this.” – Poekie 

Briedenhann on the PurpleFace incident.  

 

#AfrikaansMustFall 

#WhiteMonopolyCapital 

The broader story in South Africa in recent times is a story that has been skewed with 

regard to race and history.  

Especially in 2017, a foreign public relations firm noticed this skewed story and 

exploited it. Bell Pottinger was very successful in sowing racial hatred – and white 

people in particular were at the receiving end.  

Bell Pottinger did not create this division – they merely exploited it.  

We are living in a country where an assault at a KFC in Montana received 

uninterrupted media coverage and government attention; however, it is also a country 

where the shooting and assault on Carine van Staden and Carel Kruger by people of 

a different race barely made the news.  

JacarandaFM does not broadcast in a vacuum.  

JacarandaFM’s white listeners live in this broader South African context every day. 

They constantly hear that they are the reason for everything that is wrong in South 

Africa; that they must return to Europe; they should be punished.  

It is in this broader context that Ms Tumi Morake made her comments on white people.  

This is also the reason why Solidarity’s first reaction was to request the complete 

recording of the programme where she made these remarks, so that the context of 

everything that was said in that hour could be placed within the broader context of the 

day, the week, the month, the year and the decade of South Africa’s current story.  

From the outset, Solidarity has been committed to an open and honest discussion on 

these issues.  
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Incident 

On Tuesday, 12 September, Ms Tumi Morake and Mr Martin Bester initiated a 

discussion on the “Afrikaans is Lekker” overseas tour that would feature Steve 

Hofmeyr.  

Initially, the story was published in the Huffington Post. This is the same publication 

that earlier this year defended a blog declaring that white men should lose the right to 

vote.  

Therefore, Ms Morake and Mr Bester knew they were treading on controversial 

ground. They should at least have known that their source was biased.  

At one stage, Ms Morake was upset by the opinions of some of the listeners who called 

the station and when the discussion turned to race, she expressed her frustration. It is 

this incident that lanced a boil of anger and pain.   

Ms Morake abused the JacarandaFM platform and started a discussion that was 

actually a monologue. She as a presenter tried to distance herself from JacarandaFM 

but then, in her personal capacity, she used the JacarandaFM platform to share her 

political viewpoint. 

JacarandaFM did not oppose this viewpoint at all – in fact, no opposing views were 

afforded any airtime at all. This indicates that JacarandaFM shares Ms Morake’s views 

on white people as unpunished bullies.  

The over-simplified analogy of a bully stealing a bicycle is highly problematic given our 

sensitive past. Over the past two decades, exceptional efforts have been made to 

criminalise white people’s and Afrikaner’s history as a whole.   

The primary idea behind this effort is that white people have achieved success 

because they stole everything they have. This is followed by the idea that the thieves 

got away with it without being punished.  

These two thoughts necessarily lead to the questions, “Why don’t we punish the 

thieves? Where is the retribution?” 

We want to know from Ms Morake and from JacarandaFM – where do you believe 

retribution should start? If that is not what was meant, why then use an analogy that 

explicitly states that there has been no retribution or punishment yet? 

Apartheid came to an end as the result of a settlement that came from both parties. 

No one thought the settlement was the end of dialogue, but it laid the foundation to 

build a future of recognition, cooperation and respect. 

The simplistic bicycle analogy disregards this reality. It propounds that white people 

are bullies who have never come to repent, who have been forced to share the bicycle 

against their will, who are still being rewarded for their bully behaviour, and who 

actually still deserves punishment. 
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This kind of thinking belongs to a radical atmosphere rather than to that of a 

mainstream station such as JacarandaFM. It is alarming that Ms Morake has tried to 

normalise such thinking that criminalises an entire racial group on JacarandaFM’s 

platform. 

Based on race, Ms Morake has tainted an entire group of people as bullies – and made 

the point that they deserve retribution and punishment. This group of people reacted 

with anger. 

How it is being dealt with 

The relevant audio clip featuring the bicycle analogy was not immediately available on 

JacarandaFM’s website.  

Solidarity has requested from the start that the full and unedited hour long broadcast 

be made available to us in order to understand Ms Morake’s remarks in context. This 

request has still not been granted. 

This raises doubts about JacarandaFM’s commitment to an open and honest 

discussion about the incident. 

On the morning of 13 September 2017 Ms Morake repeated the statement – but with 

an additional sting – if the analogy upsets you, you are a racist. 

Moreover, the rest of the morning show was used to only voice one side of the 

discussion. Notwithstanding the insistence on an open and honest debate on the issue 

no player whose view differs from that of Ms Morake and Jacaranda is being heard. 

The abuse of the platform continues and is characterised by monologues, disguised 

as open and honest discussions, but in which only one side is stated. 

In summary 

A. Ms Morake misunderstood her listeners’ context. In this context she describes 

a whole host of listeners as bullies and she posits that they must still, in 2017, 

be punished for apartheid. The subtext is that white people should be grateful 

that they have not been punished and should thus keep quiet. 

 

B. Ms Morake has alienated her listeners by deliberately creating distance 

between herself and her white listeners. Remarks such as “my people of the 

land” create division. By this remark white people were told that they are not 

part of the land and are thus a type of colonialist that is indeed a foreigner. 

 

C. Ms Morake’s outburst angered listeners greatly – and no recognition was given 

to this anger. On the contrary, it was shrugged off and disregarded. 

 

D. Ms Morake has abused the platform given to her as a presenter. Although she 

tried to make the point that she was making those statements in her personal  



5 
 

capacity the statements were nevertheless still made on air during a 

JacarandaFM breakfast show.  

 

E. JacarandaFM has not created an orderly platform yet where frustrated listeners 

can articulate their feelings. At the moment, discussion around the incident is a 

disorderly monologue conducted and edited by JacarandaFM. Any position 

against the one held by JacarandaFM is slated by Ms Morake and 

JacarandaFM as racist and anti-discussion. 

 

 

In view of the above, Solidarity requests that: 

A. JacarandaFM make the entire breakfast show available and not just pre-edited, 

five-minute audio clips; 

 

B. JacarandaFM offer an apology to listeners who have been offended; 

 

C. The necessary measures be implemented to prevent future abuse of the 

JacarandaFM platform to express unilateral political views; 

 

D. The necessary steps be taken against Ms Morake for having abused the 

JacarandaFM-platform; and 

 

E. Solidarity firmly believes the discussion Ms Morake has started has to continue. 

However, we believe it should be done in an orderly and reasonable manner. 

For this reason, we want to invite JacarandaFM, and Ms Morake in particular, 

to help organise an occasion at which this discussion can be taken further.  

 

We are convinced that we can use this controversy to create an opportunity for 

South Africans to engage in honest talks with one another for the benefit of a future 

for us and for our children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


